MURDER   IN   MARSEILLES
Laval, however, was prepared to take this logical risk ibr
the substance of a quick, short-term Roman triumph. The
strain put on Franco-Italian relations after the murder of
King Alexander, the obvious implication of the Italian
Government in that crime, called for drastic remedy. It
would have been satisfactory to discuss the whole question of
appeasement in the Danube basin and Central Europe. But
the Italians were resolved to limit the agenda for the present
to colonies and Austria. Had not Mussolini kept the peace
of Europe by guaranteeing Austrian independence and
mobilizing a quarter of a million men on the Brenner Pass
when the Nazis murdered Dollfuss? This contribution to
peace should be stressed, and as for colonies, Madame
Tabouis writes that although care was taken to say nothing
about Abyssinia, ' I discovered enough to convince me that it
was the chief topic of conversation in political and fashion-
able circles at Rome. The Walwal incident had just been
made known, although its origins remained a, mystery.'
On January 3rd, the day before Laval's arrival in Rome,
in view of the sinister secrecy of the Italians, Abyssinia had
appealed to the League under Article XI of the Covenant.
Efforts were at once made to persuade Abyssinia to suspend
her appeal. Laval was angry; nothing could have been more
ill-timed than this appeal. His mind was hardening against
the infuriating rigidity of League procedure. Mussolini was
angry. Laval's efforts to adjust her Libyan frontier was so
much chicanery. The Duce is reported to have said that he
was no collector of deserts. But although Laval's reception
was cool and the final rejoicings artificial, the real business
was apparently done at a reception held by the French
Ambassador the Count de Chambrum at the Farnese
Palace.
At this function Mussolini and Laval held a secret confer-
ence in the ambassador's study. What took place nobody
knows. Laval had never said, but has only issued denials.
Madame Tabouis* surmise is that Mussolini conducted the
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